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About Sunshine Cathedral  
 

Sunshine Cathedral is a different kind of church where the past is past 
and the future has infinite possibilities. 

 

About the Sunshine Cathedral 
Sunshine Cathedral is affiliated with the International Council of Community 
Churches (ICCC, or "ITripleC"), Metropolitan Community Churches (MCC), 
and the Divine Science Federation International.  

  

The ICCC (ITripleC) is an association of autonomous 
congregations and independent movements. The ITripleC is a 
member of the National Council of Churches and the World 
Council of Churches and is historically committed to racial 
diversity and social justice. The ICCC was formed in 1950 as 

the result of a merger of two organizations in the community church 
movement.  
 

 

MCC was founded in 1968 by Troy D. Perry, a minister from the 
Pentecostal tradition who felt called to start a church that would 
welcome and affirm the LGBT children of God.  
 

Divine Science is the oldest extant organized New Thought 
school of thought, going back to the 1800s, with DSFI being 
founded in the 1950s. 
 
 

Our Core Values are: Inclusion. Compassion. Spiritual Transformation. Social 

Action.  
 

Sunshine Cathedral Beliefs: 
We have no formal creed but as Christians, Jesus is our primary faith 
symbol/example and we seek to understand the message and mission of Jesus 
by careful and open-minded study of the scriptures. Our worshiping community is 
open to those who do as well as those who do not primarily identify as Christian, 
and still, our roots are in the progressive Christian movements; and, the message 
and ritual of our church are inspired by the progressive Christian witness.  

¶ We teach the omnipresence of divine Life ("God") and the sacred value 
of all people. 

¶ We affirm that peace and social justice are spiritual goals. 

¶ We have found that optimism, gratitude, and generosity are spiritual 
tools that enrich and empower one's life. 

¶ We encourage prayer, positive thinking, and faithful worship. 

¶ We present a social gospel; that is, we find in the teachings of Jesus a 
call to affirm the dignity of all people, to be mindful of those who have 
been marginalized in society, to model inclusivity, and to care for the 
most vulnerable among us - this gospel call to justice for all includes an 
intentional affirmation and celebration of the LGBT community. 
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Spiritual Heroes: October - December 
(Images found on the Internet & believed to be in the public domain) 

 

 
 
October 4: St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)ð

Friar and founder of the Franciscan order. Born 
into a wealthy family, he sought glory as a young 
knight, but instead ended up seriously ill and in 
prison. Encounters with beggars and lepers 
touched him so deeply he embraced a life of 
poverty. Because of his deep love for them, his 
feast day is often celebrated by blessing animals. 
He reminds us of the radical simplicity of the 
gospel and the sacredness of creation.  
 
 
 

October 6: Founding of Universal 
Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches (1968)ð
Anniversary of the first service held by 
Troy Perry, a former Pentecostal 
minister from Florida who had been 
thrown out of his church for being gay. 
Troy knew that his experience was 
not unusual and he felt called by God 
to start a church where GLBT people 
would be welcome. He held the first 
service in his living room near Los 
Angeles. Twelve people joined him for  

the first service of what became MCC of Los Angeles, the Founding Church of  
the Metropolitan Community Churches movement. 

 
October 7: Ss. Sergius and Bacchus 
(d. 290)ðMartyrs in death and lovers 
in life. These two saints were tortured 
for refusing to compromise their faith 
by making a sacrifice to Jupiter. They 
were officers in the Roman army and 
they were also a couple. After their 
arrest they were paraded through the 
streets in womenôs clothing, which was 
meant to humiliate them. Bacchus died 
first and came to Sergius in a vision,  

telling him not to lose heart because they would soon be together for eternity.  
They later became patron saints of the Byzantine army, and are still honored  
among certain Arab nomads. Some gay people consider them to be patron saints  
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of same-gender love. 
 
October 11: National Coming Out DayðAnniversary of the National March on  

Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights. This day has been marked yearly in the  
GLBT community since 1987. Because equality cannot be achieved by staying in  
the closet, it is important for GLBT people to come out to friends and family.  
When people know a gay or lesbian individual personally, they are far less likely  
to maintain negative stereotypes and prejudices. Coming out isnôt a one time  
event, but is rather a life long process.  

 
October 12: Matthew Shepherd (1976-1998)ð

Victim of hate crime. A 21 year old student at the 
University of Wyoming, Matthew was abducted, tied 
to a fence, and beaten into a coma by two young 
men. His murder gave a face to the tragedy of gay 
bashing. He is remembered not for any particular 
achievements in his brief life, but as a symbol of the 
violence that is bred by homophobia and the 
rhetoric of hate.  
 

 
October 15: St. Teresa of Avila (1515-
1582)ðMystic. Raised in a wealthy Spanish 

family, Teresa became a Carmelite nun. In an 
age in which womenôs voices went unheard, 
she became a towering figure ðauthor of four 
books, religious reformer, founder of 17 
convents. As a woman who based her 
authority on mystical visions, she fell under the 
suspicion of the Inquisition. Her best known 
work, The Interior Castle, describes the soul as 

a castle, and the journey of prayer that leads 
from meditation to mystical union with Christ. 
 
 
 

 
 
October 16: Archbishop Thomas Cranmer (d. 
1556)ðCreator of the Book of Common Prayer. 

During a time of political and religious turmoil, as 
Archbishop of Canterbury Cranmer was 
instrumental in the English Reformation and the 
institution of the Church of England. Under Queen 
Mary, a devout Catholic, he was declared a heretic 
and burned at the stake. His legacy is carried in the 
Book of Common Prayer, the beauty of its liturgical 
language and its influence on Christian and prayer 
and worship even to our own time. 
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October 18: St. Luke the EvangelistðLuke was the only writer to attempt to tell  
the story of not only the life of Jesus (the Gospel of Luke), but the founding of the  
early Church ( the book of Acts). He was a Gentile who never met Jesus, but  
tradition says he was a physician and a later companion of Paul. St. Luke is  
patron of physicians and artists.   
  

 October 22: Maura OôHalloran 1955-1982ð

Christian Zen monk. Born in Boston and raised in 
Ireland, Maura felt from an early age a deep 
compassion for human suffering. Her concern for 
social justice and attraction to meditation led her to 
explore Eastern spirituality. She applied for 
admission to a Buddhist monastery in Tokyo where 
many Catholic priests had studied Zen meditation. 
There she underwent intense training as a monk 
and was recognized for reflecting a remarkable  
state of enlightenment. On her return trip to Ireland  

she was killed in a bus accident in Thailand at the age of 27.  
 
October 23: St. James of Jerusalem (c. 62)ðBrother of Jesus and martyr.  
James is traditionally believed to have been the first Bishop of the church in  
Jerusalem. He was leader of a more conservative Jewish wing of the early Jesus  
movement that was uncomfortable with Paulôs preaching to the Gentiles, but  
Peter helped forge a compromise between them. He is traditionally associated  
with the Epistle of James, a short letter that tells us much about the early church.  
Some of its primary concerns include the intrusion of class divisions among the  
believers, showing mercy toward the poor, and letting our faith be reflected in our  
actions.  
 

 
 
 October 30: Albert Grier (1864 ï 1941) ï a Universalist 
minister for 20 years before becoming Founder of the 
Church of Truth in 1912. He also was the pastor of a Divine 
Science congregation.  
 
 
 

 
 October 31: Reformation DayðOn this day in 1517 the 

German theologian, Martin Luther, posted his famous 95 
Theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. 
This act has come to mark the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation, which together with the Counter-
Reformation in the Catholic Church, led to major changes 
in Christian thought and worship. Today Catholic and 
Protestant churches are finding that in our faith in Christ  

we have much more in common than those particular beliefs which separate us.  
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November 1: Feast of All SaintsðThe tradition of remembering all the saints  
together dates to the early history of the Church, which affirmed ñthe communion  
of saintsò as the mystical Body of Christ, transcending both time and space. This  
collective feast reminds us that each of us has our own special gifts, and we are  
each called to do something holy for God.  
 
November 2: All Souls Dayð In some traditions there has been a distinction  
between remembering the official canonized saints on All Saints Day and  
commemorating those whose names are not on any calendar, but are cherished  
as models of faith, or are dearly loved family and friends. They, as well, are part  
of that great ñcloud of witnessesò who encourage us in our spiritual journey.  
 

 November 4: Agnes Sanford (1897 ï 1982) - the 
daughter of Presbyterian missionaries and the wife of 
an Episcopal priest.  
She became a world renown healer, and taught that 
the bible was more than informationéit contained the 
energy of faith which could work miracles. She 
believed that healing was possible if we would ñpray 
downò our doubts and expect something good to 
happen. Her first book, The Healing Light, teaches 
her beliefs about healing through prayer. She 
acknowledged that effective prayer principles were 
universal, not limited to any one religion and she 
firmly believed that ñexperience comes before  

theology.ò Visualizing success, affirming our Good, giving thanks for our Good, 
imagining healing energy flowing through us, and quoting affirmative bible verses 
were among the prayer techniques she offered. 
Sanford described God in non-anthropomorphic ways, such as the ñmediumò in 
which we live and the ñBreath of life.ò She called divine Life ña flow, living water, 
love vibrating through us, an active electricity.ò She described the need to re-
educate the subconscious mind so that it will work on our behalf instead of 
against our interests. Teaching ourselves new thought habits was essential, she 

believed, to experiencing miracles. She also believed the return of Christ had 
happened at Pentecost, and that Christ continues to return every time we extend 
love, kindness, or forgiveness in our world. 
Though her background was Protestant and her theology was very compatible 
with the New Thought movement, she also had charismatic experiences. 

 
November 9: Martyrs of Kristallnacht (1938)ðVictims of anti-Semitism. As  
part of the buildup to what became the ñfinal solution,ò the Nazis mounted a  
coordinated assault on the entire Jewish community of Germany. In one night the  
storm troopers burned down 191 synagogues, destroyed 7,500 shops, rounded  
up 20,000 Jewish men for ñprotective custodyò at Buchenwald concentration  
camp, and killed 100 Jews. The pogrom became known as Kristallnacht, or  
Crystal Night, for all the broken windows. There was virtually no protest outside  
of Germany to this action.  
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November 11: Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855)ð
Philosopher. A prolific author whose writings were 
important in the development of Existentialism, 
Kierkegaard barely saw himself a Christian. He 
devoted himself to exposing official Christianity, and 
especially the Church of Denmark, as fraudulent. He 
originally planned to go into the Lutheran ministry, 
but instead chose a life of introspection and writing. 
Compared with the New Testament, he charged, 
official Christianity was nothing more than play-
acting.  

 
 

  
 
November 12: Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz (1651-
1694)ðPoet and scholar. Born near Mexico City to 
an unwed mother, Sister Juana had a passion for 
learning that led to her becoming the first great poet 
of Latin America and early champion  
of equality for women in the church.  
 
 
 

 
 November 14: George Hegel (1770 ï 1831) - a German 

philosopher and believer in Oneness who developed the 
dialectic process of thought: Thesis, Antithesis, and 
Synthesis. He believed that in thinking we develop a 
thesis, then question it and develop its opposite, and 
finally put the two together to form a unity. The whole 
concept is of course greater than any of its individual 
parts. Synthesis always transcends dichotomy. It is the 
idea that is absolute, or realéonly the idea is really real. 
He also believed in the unity of spirit and matter, of the 
divine and human. He wrote, ñGod is the system of 

relationships in which all things move and have their being and their significance. 
In [humans], thought, realizing itself as part of the absolute, transcends individual 
limitations and purposes and catches underneath universal strife the hidden 
harmony of all things.ò  

 
  
November 21: Nichiren Daishonin (1222 ï 1282) - 

a Japanese Buddhist monk who taught that serenity, 
happiness, well-being, and enlightenment were 
available to everyone and could simply be attained 
through mantra meditation. The mantra he offered 
was ñNam Myoho Renge Kyoò (referring to a Buddhist 
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text which Nichiren believed contained all that was needed for enlightenment. 
The text was believed to be so powerfully true that simply chanting its title would 
impart its benefits). Nichiren Buddhism is now a major Buddhist school of 
thought.  
 
November 23: Clement of Alexandria (circa 150 CE ï 215 CE) - had a 
capacity for blending Christian Thought, Platonism, and Stoic philosophy. His 
thinking contributed to Christian Gnosticism. Clement believed that Jesus was 
the Logos, and as the Logos was the supreme quality, Jesus was the supreme 
expression of God. Clement believed that faith, knowledge, and love were 
needed for a full experience of the Realm of God. 

 
The Gnostics. Gnostics believed evil could be overcome by knowledge of the 
Truth, and ñsalvationò is obtained by knowledge of the divine. They had a 
mystical Christology, believing Christ to be an emanation from the First Cause. 
Gnostics pressed other Christians to define their terms more clearly (e.g., what 
did they mean by ñspiritò or ñfaithò). It wasnôt until the early 4th century that a 
church conference of bishops (a council) declared Jesus to be the ñsame asò 
God rather than merely being ñlikeò God. The Gnostics lost the battle of 
orthodoxy, and a more Roman Christology (that is, an understanding of Christ 
that looked rather like the Roman and pre-Roman views of god-men/god-women) 
prevailed. A significant number of faithful Christians in the Mediterranean would 
come to be called ñgnosticò (for their belief in the salvific power of gnosis, which 
is, knowledge). Though the Gnostics didnôt prevail as the dominating force of 
Christianity, there were early, faithful Gnostic communities whose writings are as 
old or older than some of the writings that made it into the New Testament. 
 

  
November 24: Baruch Spinoza (1632 ï 1677) - born in 
Amsterdam because his father had been exiled from 
Portugal. He was a student of the Jewish Talmud and the 
Torah, as well as of Kabala. Spinoza was also influenced 
by Maimonides and Descartes. A pantheist, he believed 
God to be the very Substance of the Universe. He also 
challenged people to think in abstract ways, saying, ñGod 
is not only the process of thinking, God is also the 
thought itself.ò 

 
 November 26: Sojourner Truth (1797-1883)ð
Abolitionist preacher. Born a slave to a Dutch 
family in New York, Sojourner (a name she chose 
later in life) was freed when slavery there was 
abolished. She became noted as a passionate 
itinerant preacher and a legend even in her own 
life. She devoted her life to the antislavery cause, 
and later to womenôs suffrage and equal rights. 
While some thought it was best to set aside the 
rights of women for a later date, in her mind the 
two were inseparable.  
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November 27: Harvey Milk (1931-1978)ðFirst openly 
gay elected official (USA). Although not a professional 
politician, Harvey Milk ran for a seat as a City 
Supervisor in San Francisco in order to stand for the 
rights of people without a voice ðblue collar workers, 
the elderly, racial minorities, and especially gays and 
lesbians. He expected he would die violently, and was 
shot five times at close range by another politician 
angered at his stand for gays. That night 40,000 people 
took to the streets in a candle light vigil outside City 
Hall. Although not a religious person, he is 
remembered because, as Cardinal Juan Fresnos of  

Chile said, ñWhosoever stands up for human rights stands up for the rights of  
God.ò  
 

November 29: Doothy Day (1897-1980)ðProphet of 
social justice. Despite the fact she held no official 
position in the Catholic church, and that her thoughts 
were mostly rejected in her life, it was said at her death 
that she was ñthe most influential, interesting, and 
significant figureò in the history of American 
Catholicism. Committed to social justice and pacifism, 
she founded a lay movement, the Catholic Worker 
movement, which sought to live out the radical gospel  

commandment of love in the social and political realm by embracing voluntary  
poverty. 
 

 

December 1: World AIDS DayðSince 1988 this day has been a 
time for remembering those who have died and for renewing our 
commitment to support those living with HIV throughout the world. 
The red ribbon, which began as a ñgrass rootsò effort, has become 
an international symbol of AIDS awareness.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

December 3: Mary Baker Eddy (1821 ï 1910): 
Author of Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures and Founder of the First Church of Christ, 

Scientist in Boston. Also the leading figure in the 
Christian Science movement.  
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December 9: Blessed Juan Diego 
(16th century)ðWitness to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. Mary appeared, 
it is said, to Juan Diego with dark 
skin and Indian features, 
surrounded by symbols of Indian 
religion and culture. She spoke to 
him in his native Nahuatl, not 
Spanish. The message to the 
church was clear: it must not serve 
as the agent of colonial oppression, 
but be rooted in the experience of 
the people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
December 10: Thomas Merton (1915-1968)ð
Trappist monk. An American priest whose writings are 
among the greatest spiritual works of our time, Merton 
initially turned his back on the world by seeking 
solitude at the Abbey of Gethsemani in Kentucky. In 
time he came to understand a deep solidarity with 
humanity and concern for issues of peace and justice. 
He also had a strong interest in Eastern spirituality, 
especially Zen Buddhism, from which he learned that 
the path to God is found in experience, not analysis. 
 

 
 
 December 12: Sister Alicia Domon (d.1977)ðFrench 
nun and martyr. During a period of military dictatorship in 
Argentina thousands of civilians were abducted  
and never heard from again, including several French 
nuns who had devoted themselves to working with the 
poor and oppressed. Sister Alicia became closely  
involved with the Mothers of the Disappeared, who 
dressed in black and gathered in silence in the central 
plaza each day, carrying pictures of their  

children. Along with several others, Alicia was abducted and, as later reports  
revealed, tossed out of an airplane over the Atlantic Ocean. 
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December 17: Dom Bede Griffiths (1906-1994)ðMonk 
and Sannyasi. Raised in a middle-class English family and 

student of C. S. Lewis at Oxford, Griffithsô spiritual journey 
led him first to the Catholic faith and the life of a Benedictine 
monk. While sent to establish a monastery in India, he came 
to believe that the secularized West had much to learn from 
the East. He helped found a Christian ashram that was  

faithful to Christian traditions, but adopted the disciplines of  
the East, including yoga and meditation. He dressed in the saffron robes and  
lived as a sannyasi, or Hindu holy man. His liturgies combined Christian and  

Hindu prayers and readings. He believed he could find the truth of Christ present  
within all the religions of the world.  
 

 
 December 23: Rabbi Abraham Heschel (1907-
1972)ðTeacher. A major force in Jewish spiritual 
renewal, Heschel came from a long line of Hasidic 
rabbis. After studying philosophy at Warsaw and Berlin 
he taught at several universities, eventually escaping to 
the United States from Nazi Germany. As a champion of 
interfaith dialogue, his writings exerted a tremendous 
influence on Christian thought. With a deep sense of 
prophetic justice, he sought to connect the mysticism of 
his Hasidic faith with the modern secular world. 
 

 
  
 
December 24: Norman Vincent Peale (1898-1993) ï 
Champion of positive thinking and author of The Power 
of Positive Thinking and founder of Guideposts 
Magazine. Peale was a Methodist minister who became 
Dutch Reformed so that he could pastor New Yorkôs 
prestigious Marble Collegiate Church.  
 
 

 
 December 25: Nativity of Jesus (c. 4 BCE)ð
The celebration of Christmas at the darkest 
days of Winter marks the birth of light and 
hope for the world. The traditional date of 
Jesusô birth was determined in Rome in 336, 
taking the place of an existing Roman holiday, 
the birth of the Unconquerable Sun. The actual 
date Jesus was born was more likely in the 
Spring. The word ñChristmasò goes back to the 
12th century and is a contraction of ñChristôs 
Mass.ò  
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Jesus of Nazareth, son 
of Mary (circa 4 BCE ï 
29 CE) - is understood in 

a variety of ways. What 
one believes about 
Jesus has to do with how 
mystically/spiritually/ 
allegorically oriented one 
is, or how ñconcreteò (or 
literalist) one tries to be. 
Historical criticism would 
point out that what we 
know of Jesus is at best 
second hand (and 

sometimes more removed than that), and that words attributed to him are never 
written in his own hand, but are written by people decades after his execution. 
His original followers saw him as a teacher and a healer. He was clearly a 
charismatic person who was able to draw crowds and impact people very deeply. 
Some people came to view him as the long awaited and hoped for messiah (a 
leader who would reestablish the independent Jewish state).  
After his death, people glorified him all the more (as people do with slain heroes), 
and within a hundred years of his death some were remembering him as ñGodò in 
human flesh (similar to the Greek, Egyptian, and Roman gods of the time). In any 
case, he was someone who profoundly impacted human history and who 
continues to inspire people thousands of years after his death. People 
experienced and remembered him as being somehow God-filled, though the 
explanations of the experiences vary widely. 
From the evidence we have, it seems that Jesusô message was that all people 
are children of God and that the Realm of God is actually within the human spirit. 
He also seemed to believe that God was more concerned with peopleôs 
character, motivation, and true desires than with their religiosity or conformity to 
tradition or even to scripture. His teachings helped people feel liberated in spite 
of political oppression and whole in spite of physical maladies. A word often used 
for this wholeness and liberation is ñsalvation.ò 
Jesus, or so our stories about him suggest, was not opposed to reinterpreting old 
religious views to fit new realities and to include more people into the experience 
of Godôs love and grace. He believed the most important commandment was 
simply to love, and he taught the Golden Rule, which is to do unto others as you 
would have others do unto you. He scandalized people of his time by eating with 
people outside his social group, by being friendly with presumably corrupt tax 
collectors as well as with prostitutes, by healing even the enemies of his people 
(and healing at times when any work, including healing was forbidden), and by 
intentionally reaching out to and speaking well of Samaritans (who were often 
despised by his community). 
 
Heraclitus (circa 535 ï 475 BCE) -  known for his teaching that change is central 
to the universe, summarized by his statement, "You cannot step into the same 
river twice.ò He said that all things come to be in accordance with the Logos (that 
is, ñword,ò or ñreasonò). Notice that Heraclitus lived half a millennium before 
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Jesus, almost 600 years before the writer of the Gospel of John (who opens his 
Gospel with, ñIn the beginning was the Logosé[and] all things came to be 
through [the Logos], and without [the Logos] nothing came to beò). Logos 
philosophy was alive and well long before the Church applied it to Jesus. 

 
Ammonius Saccs (mid-third century CE???) - was an exponent of Neo-
Platonism which was pantheistic (belief that the divine is all  
pervasiveéGod is all or is in allénot to be confused with panentheism, the belief 
that all is in God). Saccaas believed that God is the only creator and that the 
ultimate reality of the universe is an infinite, unknowable, perfect ONE. It may 
have been Saccas who first used ñWordò to define ñLogos.ò 
 
December 26: St. Stephen (c. 34)ðDeacon and martyr. Most likely a Hellenistic  
Jew, Stephen is remembered as one of the first deacons chosen in the early  
Christian community in Jerusalem to aid the Apostles by caring for the sick and  
needy. Stephenôs story is told in Acts 6-7.  
 
December 27: St. John the EvangelistðApostle. John became, with Peter and  
James, one of the inner circle of Jesusô followers. Ancient icons picture him as  
the ñBeloved Discipleò at the Last Supper with his head on Jesusô breast.  
Tradition holds that he took care of Mary after Jesusô death on the cross, and that  
he later settled at Ephesus in modern Turkey. It is John who reminds us over and  
over of Jesusô command for us to love one another. 
 
December 29: St. Thomas Becket (1118-1170)ðArchbishop and martyr.  
Thomas was a close friend of the young King Henry II, who intended to place him  
as Archbishop of Canterbury. Reluctant at first, Thomas finally accepted. He took  
his position as spiritual head of England very seriously, and soon clashed with  
Henry, who intended to rule over every aspect of his country. Eventually Becket  
was murdered in the Cathedral for his stand against the power of the state to  
control the church.  
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Weekly Lectionary for 

Sunshine Cathedral  
 

Oct 1 
Albert Einstein wrote: 
ñ[Our] ethical behavior should be based effectually on sympathy, education, and 
social ties; no religious basis is necessary. [One] would indeed be in a poor way if 
[one] had to be restrained by fear of punishment and hope of reward after death.ò 
 

A Reading from the Torah (Exodus 20.1-17) 
God declared: I am PURE BEING, your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall 
not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
make wrongful use of the name of your Godé Remember the sabbath day, and keep 
it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. Honor your father and your 
mother, so that your days may be long in the land that your God is giving you. You 
shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighborôs house; 
you shall not covet your neighborôs wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 
Oct 8 
Daisy Baum wrote: 
ñéback of all the visible universe there must be an invisible causeé[This] 
corresponds with the bible statement : ñOne God and [Source] of all, who is above all, 
and through all and in you all.ò Since Omnipresence is all-inclusive as Life, Substance 
and Intelligence, the individual must help to make up that all-inclusive Life, and in so 
far as [one] is awake to the truth of this statement [one] enjoys the fullness of the 
Omnipresence.ò 
 

A Reading from an Epistle of St. Paul (Philippians 3.4-14) 
[The Apostle Paul wrote]:éIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I 
have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever 
gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faithéNot that I have already obtained 
this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my ownéBeloved, I 
do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
Oct 15 
A Reading from the Psalter (Psalm 80.7-8, 14) 
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Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 
saved. You haveéplanted [a vine]. You prepared the ground for it; it took root and 
filled the land. Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend 
this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted. 
 

Caroline Myss has written: 
ñEgo says, óOnce everything falls into place Iôll feel peace.ô Spirit says, óFind your 
peace and then everything will fall into place.ò 
 

A Reading from an Epistle of St. Paul (Philippians 4.8) 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

 
Oct 22 
Malinda Cramer wrote: 
ñIt was early one morning in the year 1885, during an hour of earnest meditation and 
prayerful seeking, that I asked the following questions in faithéôIs there any way out 
of these conditions? Is there any power in the vast universe that can heal me?ô The 
immediate and all-convincing response was not an audible voice, but was an intuitive 
response by the life-giving spirit, which penetrated the body through and through, and 
which illumined and vivified its every atom with newness of lifeé 
The answer to my earnest inquiry, as to whether there was any power that could heal 
me, was an all absorbing realization of a presence not heretofore realized. This 
presence was more than personal; it was omnipresence, and was so real, and so 
vivifying and illumining, that I became It. I realized It to be my Life, my Being, my 
health, knowledge and power. It was as a ñconsuming fire,ò in that all things became 
It, and were this Presence manifested. Simultaneous with finding myself in God, I 
experienced the indrawing of all things; that is, that all are embraced withinéOne 
Infinite Source and Cause, and as I looked out over the Infiniteôs Creation, I beheld 
what to me was ña new heaven and a new earth.ò 
 

Nona Brooks wrote: 
ñI, myself, was in very poor physical condition, being able to eat only very soft, 
especially prepared food. For more than a year I had been praying almost constantly 
óGod give me light.ô Then [one] SundayéI attended my church, where during the 
communion service the song to be sung was, Nearer My God to Thee. I could not 
bring myself to sing the first stanzaðónearer my God to Thee, nearer to Thee, eôen 
thoô it be a cross that raiseth me.ô I rebelledðI and my family had had all the crosses 
we could possibly bear. As the congregation sang I was filled with an inner turmoil, 
but as the song progressed I realized a complete surrender of myself and of the family 
conditions in order that I might be nearer to God, and so I was able to sing the last 
stanza with the others. 
It was [later] that my whole being was completely flooded with a great lightða light 
brighter than sunlight, brighter than any other light I had ever seen. It filled me! It 
surrounded me! I was conscious of nothing but that intense white light! I thought that 
of course all in the room had seen the light too, but they had not. I alone had 
experienced this wonderful light which flooded my entire being and which I discovered 
had healed me instantly and completely.ò 
 

A Reading from the Torah (Exodus 33.18) 
Moses said to the Holy One, ñShow me your glory.ò 
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Oct 29 
A Reading from the Psalter (Psalm 90.1) 
Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. 
 

Fannie James wrote: 
Since we have learned to know God as spirit, as love, as life, and as truth, it is easy to 
understand how Love may be everywhere at the same time, for it is not a person or a 
shape, but a Presence that fills every placeða very great God indeed! 
 

A Reading from the Torah (Deuteronomy 34.1-9) 
Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is 
opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole landéThe LORD said to him, 
ñThis is the land of which I swore to Abraham [and Sarah], to Isaac [and Rebecca], 
and to Jacob [and Leah and Rachel], saying, óI will give it to your descendantsô; I have 
let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.ò Then Moses, the 
servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at the LORDôs command. He 
was buried in a valley in the land of Moabé but no one knows his burial 
placeéMoses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was 
unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains 
of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended. Joshua son of 
Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him; and 
the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

 
Nov. 5 ï All Souls Sunday 
It is written in A Course in Miracles: 
ñThere is one life, and that I share with Godé[Life] has no 
opposite. There is no death because what God created shares 
[Godôs] life. There is no death because an opposite to God does 
not exist.ò 
 

A Reading from the Epistle to the Ephesians (2.8) 
ñFor by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God.ò 
 

William Penn said: 
ñDeath is no more than a turning of us over from time to eternity.ò 
 

A Reading from the book of Revelation (21.3-4) 
ñI heard a loud voiceésaying, óSee, the home of God is among mortals. God will dwell 
with them as their God; they will be Godôs peoples, and God will be with them to wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will 
be no moreéôò 

 
Nov. 12 
A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon (6.12) 
ñWisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who love her, 
and is found by those who seek her.ò 
 

A Reading from the Psalter (70.1, 4, 6) 
ñBe pleased, O God, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me. Let all who seek 
you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love your salvation say forever, óGreat is 
the LORD!ô You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.ò 
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A Reading from the Apostle Paulôs First Letter to the Thessalonians (4.15-18) 
ñFor this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the 
Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangelôs call and with the sound of 
Godôs trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage 
one another with these words.ò 

 
Nov. 19 
It is written in A Course in Miracles 
ñChristôs Second Comingéis merely the correction of mistakes, and the return of 
sanity. It is a part of the condition that restores the never lost, and re-establishes what 
is forever and forever true. It is the invitation to Godôs Word to take illusionôs place; the 
willingness to let forgiveness rest upon all things without exception and without 
reserve. It is the all-inclusive nature of Christôs Second Coming that permits it to 
embrace the world and hold you safe within its gentle advent, which encompasses all 
living things with you. There is no end to the release the Second Coming brings, as 
Godôs creation must be limitless.ò 
 

A.B. Fay wrote: 
ñIf I look for the Christ, this moment the second coming will be to me. It is a matter of 
our own mental attitude. Those who are not looking for the coming forth of the Christ 
spirit from within our own souls will not see it; it is just as far off as we put it.ò 
 

A Reading from the Apostle Paulôs First Letter to the Thessalonians (5.1-2) 
ñNow concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anything written to you. For you yourselves know 
very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in 
the night.ò 

 
Nov. 26 ï Reign of Christ Sunday 
A Reading from the Psalter (Psalm 100) 
ñBe joyful in the LORD, all you lands; serve the LORD with 
gladness and come before the divine presence with a 
song. Know this: The LORDémade us, and we belong to 
the Holy One; we are Godôs people and the sheep of 
Godôs pasture. Enter Godôs gates with thanksgiving; go 
into Godôs courts with praise; give thanks to God and call upon Godôs names. For God 
is good; divine mercy is everlasting. Godôs faithfulness endures from age to age.ò 
 

(+) A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew (25.31, 34-36, 40) 
ñWhen the [Chosen One] comes in glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. The sovereign One will say to those at his right hand, 
óCome, you that are divinely blessed, inherit the realm prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.ô Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.ôò 
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Dec. 3 ï Advent 1 (Hope) 
A Reading from the Psalter (Psalm 80.7) 
ñRestore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your 
countenance, and we shall be saved.ò 
 

Arthur Caliandro wrote: 
ñYour life can dramatically change for the better when you make the decision to take 
simple decisive steps like these, one at a time:  
Decide to adopt a positive attitude. 
Resolve to be kind in all circumstances. 
Refuse to give up despite all obstacles. 
Leave the past behind and move on.ò 
 

(+) A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark (13.30-32) 
[Jesus declared], ñThis generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But of that 
day or hour, no one knowséò 

 
Dec. 10 ï Advent 2 (Peace) 
Arthur Caliandro wrote: 
ñéno matter how strongly we feel drawn to live in the past ï 
even a dreadful oneé - we need to discipline ourselves to 
keep moving ahead. This is a choice we all have to make ï 
to move beyond past problems and past hurts. We all have 
the power to turn toward the future and away from the past. 
It is a critical first step toward a better life. ñ 
 

(+) A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark (1.1-8) 
 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the son of God. As it is 
writtenéñSee, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 
way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: óPrepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths clearéò 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentanceéAnd people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camelôs hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He 
proclaimed, ñThe one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the holy Spirit.ò 

 
Dec 17 ï Advent 3 (Joy) 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (61.1-3) 
ñThe spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because 
the ETERNAL has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 
good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
release to [political] prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
divine favor, andéto comfort all who mourn; 

éto give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.ò 
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(+) A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke (1.47-54) 
ñMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, who has looked with favor on a lowly 
servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has done  
great things for me, and holy are Godôs names. 
God has mercy onéevery generation. 
God has shown strengthéand has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
and has lifted up the lowly. 
God has filled the hungry with good thingsé 
God haséremembered the promise of mercy.ò 

 
Dec 24 (AM) ï Advent 4 (Love) 
A Reading from the Psalter (Psalm 
89.1-2) 
ñYour love, O LORD, forever will I sing; 
from age to age my mouth will proclaim 
your faithfulness. For I am persuaded that 
your love is established for ever; * 
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the 
heavens.ò 
 

Marianne Williamson has said: 
ñMiracles occur naturally as expressions of love. The real miracle is the love 
that inspires them. In this sense everything that comes from love is a miracle.ò 
 

(+) A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke (1.26-35) 
 ñGod sent the angel Gabriel to the Galilean village of Nazareth to a young woman 
engaged to be married to a man descended from David. His name was Joseph, and 
the maidenôs name, Mary. Upon entering, Gabriel greeted her: 
óHail Mary full of grace; God is with you!ôò 
ñMary was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like that. But 
the angel assured her, óMary, you have nothing to fear. God has a surprise for you: 
You willégive birth to a son and call his name Jesus. He will be great... 

The holy Spirit will come upon you, the power of the Highest hover over you; 
Therefore, the child you bring to birth will be called Holyéôò 
 

Dec. 24 (PM) ï Christmas Eve  
Queen Elizabeth II has said: 
ñAt Christmas, I am always struck by how the spirit of 
togetherness lies also at the heart of the Christmas story. 
A young mother and a dutiful father with their baby were 
joined by poor shepherds and visitors from afar. They 
came with their gifts to worship the Christ child.ò 
 

Steve Maraboli tells us: 
ñWant to keep Christ in Christmas? Feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, forgive the guilty, welcome the 
unwanted, care for the ill, love your enemies, and do 
unto others as you would have done unto you.ò 
 

Robert Louis Stevenson wrote:  
ñMay the Christmas morning make us happy to be 


